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can drive a man to crimes. You ought to advise divorce in those
cases.
Please answer these our questions. We are so glad to have
the model given by you that we want very much to bo quite clear
about the right way to live up to your standard."
In my travels I have not the file of Young India before
me, but there is no difficulty about my endorsing the state-
ment that "Satyagraha demands absolute non-violence.,
and that even a woman who is in danger of being violated
must not defend herself with violence." Both these state-
ments relate to an ideal state, and therefore arc made with
reference to those men and women who have so far puri-
fied themselves as to have no malice, no anger, nonviolence
in them. That does not mean that the woman in the ima-
gined case would quietly allow herself to be violated. In
the first instance such a woman would stand in no danger
of violence; and in the second, if she did, without doing
violence to the ruffian she would be able completely, to
defend her honour.
But I must not enter into details. Even women who can
defend themselves with violence are not many. Happily,
however, cases of indecent assaults are not also very-many.
Be that as it may, I believe implicitly in the proposition
that perfect purity is its own defence." The veriest ruffian
becomes for the time being tame in the presence of resplen-
dent purity.
The writer is not correctly informed about my attitude
in regard to General Dyer. He would be pleased to know
that not only did I not recommend any punishment   of
General Dyer, but even my colleagues, largely out of their
generous regard for me, waived the demands for punish-
ment. What, however, I did ask for, and I do press for even
now, is the stopping of the pension to General Dyer. It is
no part of the plan of non-violence to pay the wrong-doer
for the wrong he does, which practically would be the case
if I became a willing party to the continuation of the pen-
sion to General Dyer. But let me not be misunderstood, I
am quite capable of recommending even punishment * to
wrong-doers under conceivable circumstances; for instance

